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ASTM D 695 is a widely recognized standard developed by the American Society for Testing and
Materials (ASTM) that specifies the procedures for determining the apparent density and the
apparent volume of a variety of materials, particularly powders, granular solids, and other similar
substances. This test method is essential across multiple industries, including pharmaceuticals, food
processing, chemicals, and manufacturing, where precise measurement of bulk density or apparent
volume informs quality control, process optimization, and product consistency.

Understanding ASTM D 695 is crucial for professionals involved in material characterization, quality
assurance, and process engineering. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the
standard, including its scope, significance, detailed testing procedures, applications, and tips for
accurate measurement.

Overview of ASTM D 695
What is ASTM D 6957

ASTM D 695 is a standard test method that defines procedures for measuring the apparent density
and apparent volume of powders, granular, or free-flowing solid materials. These measurements
help determine how much space a material occupies under specified conditions, which is vital for
batching, packaging, shipping, and quality assessment.

The standard covers methods for both loose and tapped bulk densities, providing insight into how
materials settle under different conditions. It also details the equipment, sample preparation, testing
procedures, and calculation methods to ensure consistency and repeatability across laboratories
and industries.

Scope and Applicability

ASTM D 695 applies to a broad range of materials, including:
- Powders
- Granular solids

- Flakes
- Pellets
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- Similar free-flowing substances
It is particularly useful when assessing the flow properties, packing efficiency, and volumetric

characteristics of these materials. The test is adaptable to different particle sizes and densities,
making it a versatile tool for material characterization.

Importance of ASTM D 695 in Industry

Quality Control and Consistency

By providing standardized procedures for measuring apparent density, ASTM D 695 allows
manufacturers to maintain consistent product quality. Variations in bulk density can affect
packaging, shipping costs, and end-product performance.

Process Optimization

Accurate bulk density measurements assist in optimizing processes such as blending, mixing, and
filling. Knowing the material's behavior under different conditions enables engineers to design more
efficient production lines.

Material Handling and Storage

Understanding the apparent volume and density helps in designing storage containers, hoppers,
and silos. It ensures efficient use of space and minimizes material segregation or flow issues.

Regulatory Compliance and Documentation

Adherence to ASTM D 695 ensures compliance with industry standards, facilitating certification,
documentation, and traceability during audits or quality inspections.

Detailed Testing Procedures
Sample Preparation
Proper sample preparation is vital for accurate results:
- Obtain a representative sample from the bulk material.
- Ensure the sample is free of foreign materials, moisture, or contaminants that could skew

results.
- Condition the sample if specified (e.g., at a certain temperature and humidity).
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Apparent Density Measurement

The standard outlines two primary methods:

- Untapped (Loose) Bulk Density: Measure the volume occupied by the material in its natural,
uncompressed state.

- Tapped Bulk Density: Measure the volume after mechanically tapping or vibrating the
container to settle the material, simulating compaction.

Procedure:

- Fill a graduated cylinder or a specified container with the sample without compacting.

- Record the weight of the sample.

- For loose density, record the volume directly.

- For tapped density, repeatedly tap the container (or use a mechanical tapper) until the volume
stabilizes.

- Record the final volume after tapping.

Calculations:

- Apparent density (loose or tapped) = Mass of sample / Volume occupied

Equipment Used

- Graduated cylinders or specific volumetric containers
- Mechanical tapper or a controlled tapping device

- Balance with sufficient precision

- Sample containers that are clean and non-reactive

Data Analysis and Reporting
- Calculate both loose and tapped densities.
- Determine the percentage difference if needed.

- Report the values along with test conditions, sample details, and equipment used.

Factors Influencing ASTM D 695 Results
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Particle Size and Shape

Finer or irregularly shaped particles tend to pack differently, affecting apparent density
measurements.

Moisture Content
Moisture can cause particles to adhere or clump, altering volume and density readings.
Compaction and Tapping Method

The method and intensity of tapping influence how much the material settles, impacting the tapped
density.

Sample Homogeneity

Ensuring uniform distribution of particles prevents skewed results.

Temperature and Humidity

Environmental conditions can affect material behavior and measurement accuracy.
Applications of ASTM D 695

Pharmaceutical Industry

Determining powder flowability, packing, and dosage consistency.

Food Industry

Assessing bulk density of granular products like flour, sugar, or spices for processing and
packaging.

Chemical and Fertilizer Industries
Optimizing blending, storage, and transportation of powders and granules.
Construction Materials

Evaluating bulk density of cement, fly ash, or other granular building materials.
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Research and Development

Characterizing new materials and understanding packing behavior for product development.

Advantages of Using ASTM D 695

- Standardized procedure: Ensures consistency and comparability of results.

- Versatility: Applicable to a wide range of powders and granular solids.

- Simplicity: Relatively straightforward testing method with minimal equipment.
- Reproducibility: Well-defined procedures reduce variability between tests.

Limitations and Considerations

- Not suitable for cohesive or sticky materials.
- Results can vary with environmental conditions; proper controls are necessary.
- The method measures apparent density, which may differ from true or true bulk density.

Tips for Accurate Measurement

- Use representative samples to avoid bias.

- Ensure equipment is clean, dry, and calibrated.

- Control environmental conditions?perform tests in a stable temperature and humidity
environment.

- Follow tapping procedures consistently, including the number of taps and tapping force.

- Record all test conditions meticulously for proper documentation and comparison.

Conclusion

ASTM D 695 plays a vital role in materials characterization, ensuring that industries can reliably
measure the apparent density and volume of powders and granular solids. By adhering to this
standardized testing method, companies can improve product quality, optimize processes, and
ensure regulatory compliance. Whether for quality control, research, or process development,
understanding and applying ASTM D 695 enables better handling, storage, and utilization of bulk
materials across numerous sectors.

For professionals and laboratories, mastering ASTM D 695 not only enhances accuracy but also
fosters consistency, ultimately contributing to the production of superior and reliable products in a
competitive market.
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ASTM D 695: An In-Depth Examination of the Standard Test Method for Viscosity of Asphaltic
Materials

Introduction

In the realm of asphalt and bituminous materials, understanding viscosity is fundamental to ensuring
proper application, performance, and longevity of pavement materials. Among the various standards
governing the testing and characterization of asphalt, ASTM D 695 stands out as a pivotal method
for measuring viscosity. This comprehensive review delves into the intricacies of ASTM D 695,
exploring its historical context, technical specifications, testing procedures, significance in industry
practices, and recent developments. Whether you are a researcher, engineer, or industry
professional, gaining insight into this standard is essential for ensuring quality and consistency in
asphalt applications.

Historical Context and Development of ASTM D 695

ASTM International, formerly known as the American Society for Testing and Materials, has long
been at the forefront of developing standardized test methods for materials used in construction,
manufacturing, and other industries. The ASTM D 695 standard was first established in the mid-20th
century, reflecting the growing need for a reliable, reproducible method to measure the viscosity of
asphaltic materials.

Over the decades, ASTM D 695 has undergone various revisions to incorporate technological
advances, address industry feedback, and improve testing accuracy. Its evolution mirrors the
increasing complexity of asphalt formulations and the demand for precise material characterization
to meet performance criteria.

Scope and Purpose of ASTM D 695

ASTM D 695 specifies a procedure for determining the viscosity of asphaltic materials at specific
temperatures using a standard rotational viscometer. The primary purpose of this test method is to:

- Provide a consistent and comparable measure of asphalt viscosity.

- Assist in quality control during production and processing.

- Aid in selecting appropriate materials for specific pavement applications.
- Evaluate the effects of temperature and shear on asphalt flow properties.

By establishing a standardized procedure, ASTM D 695 ensures that different laboratories and
manufacturers produce comparable results, facilitating industry-wide consistency.
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Technical Specifications and Test Principles
Basic Principles

ASTM D 695 measures the viscosity of asphaltic materials by quantifying the resistance of a sample
to shear under controlled temperature and shear rate conditions. The test is based on the rotational
viscometer principle, where a spindle rotates within the sample fluid, and the torque required to
maintain rotation is proportional to the fluid?s viscosity.

Equipment Used

- Rotational Viscometer: The standard specifies a Brookfield or equivalent rotational viscometer
with appropriate spindle sizes and a temperature-controlled bath.

- Temperature Control Apparatus: Precise control (x0.1°C) of test temperature, usually at 60°C or
other specified temperatures relevant to asphalt processing.

- Sample Containers: Clean, heat-resistant containers to hold the asphalt sample during testing.

Sample Preparation

- The asphalt sample must be heated and stirred to ensure uniformity.

- The sample temperature is maintained consistently during testing.

- Typically, a specified volume (e.g., 3-4 ounces) is used to ensure adequate immersion of the
spindle.

The Testing Procedure

Step-by-Step Process

- Sample Conditioning: Heat the asphalt sample to the test temperature (commonly 60°C).
Ensure thorough mixing to eliminate inconsistencies.

- Temperature Equilibration: Place the viscometer and sample bath in a temperature-controlled
environment, allowing the sample to reach thermal equilibrium.

- Viscometer Setup: Insert the spindle into the sample container, ensuring proper immersion
according to the spindle type and sample volume.

- Measurement:

- Immerse the spindle into the sample.
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- Set the viscometer to the specified shear rate (often a standard RPM).
- Record the torque or dial reading once stabilized.

- Calculations:

- Convert the torque reading to viscosity units (poise or centipoise).
- Repeat measurements for accuracy, typically performing at least two readings and averaging
the results.
Key Parameters
- Temperature: Critical for consistency; viscosity varies significantly with temperature.
- Shear Rate: Maintained constant to ensure comparability between tests.
- Spindle Selection: Different spindles are used depending on viscosity range.
Significance in Industry and Research
Quality Control and Material Specification
ASTM D 695 serves as a vital tool for asphalt producers and paving contractors. By consistently

measuring viscosity, they can:

- Verify batch consistency.
- Adjust formulations or processing parameters.
- Ensure compliance with project specifications.

Performance Prediction
Viscosity influences asphalt workability during mixing and compaction, as well as its resistance to

deformation under traffic loads. Accurate viscosity measurements inform decisions on:

- Temperature management during paving.
- Use of additives or modifiers.
- Predictive modeling of pavement lifespan.

Regulatory and Contractual Compliance
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Many standards and specifications reference ASTM D 695 as a benchmark for material qualification,
emphasizing its role in regulatory frameworks.

Limitations and Challenges

Despite its widespread acceptance, ASTM D 695 has certain limitations:

- Temperature Sensitivity: Viscosity measurements are highly temperature-dependent, requiring
precise control.

- Sample Heterogeneity: Variations in sample preparation can affect results.

- Shear Rate Variability: Different shear rates can yield different viscosity values; standardization
is essential.

- Limited Range: Very low or very high viscosities may fall outside the optimal measurement
range of standard viscometers.

To address these limitations, laboratories often supplement ASTM D 695 with other rheological tests
or modify parameters according to specific material characteristics.

Recent Developments and Alternatives
With advances in rheology and material science, alternative methods and improvements have

emerged:

- Dynamic Shear Rheometers (DSR): Measure complex viscosity and viscoelastic properties over
a range of frequencies.

- Temperature Sweep Tests: Provide viscosity profiles across temperature ranges.

- Automated and Digital Viscometers: Enhance precision and reduce operator variability.

While ASTM D 695 remains a cornerstone for routine viscosity testing, the industry is increasingly
integrating multiple rheological techniques for comprehensive asphalt characterization.

Practical Considerations for Implementation
For laboratories and industry practitioners, adhering to ASTM D 695 involves:
- Ensuring equipment calibration and maintenance.

- Training personnel in proper sample handling and test procedures.
- Maintaining rigorous environmental controls to prevent temperature fluctuations.
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- Documenting procedures and results meticulously to ensure reproducibility and traceability.

Adherence to these practices enhances the reliability of viscosity data and supports quality
assurance processes.

Conclusion

ASTM D 695 embodies a critical standard in the evaluation of asphaltic materials, providing a
reliable, reproducible method for measuring viscosity. Its influence extends from quality control and
material specification to performance prediction and regulatory compliance. As asphalt formulations
and pavement technologies evolve, ASTM D 695 continues to serve as a foundational testing
method, complemented by emerging rheological techniques.

Understanding the technical nuances, implementation challenges, and industry significance of
ASTM D 695 enables professionals to optimize asphalt performance and ensure the durability of
pavements worldwide. Continuous refinement and integration of advanced rheological methods
promise to enhance the precision and scope of asphalt characterization in the future.
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Note: This article provides an in-depth overview suitable for review sites and academic journals,
aiming to inform practitioners and researchers about the critical aspects of ASTM D 695 and its role
in asphalt testing and industry practices.

QuestionAnswer What is ASTM D695 and what does it measure? ASTM D695 is a standard test
method used to determine the compressive properties of plastics, specifically measuring
compressive strength and modulus under specified conditions. Why is ASTM D695 important in the
plastics industry? ASTM D695 provides essential data on the mechanical performance of plastics
under compression, aiding in material selection, quality control, and ensuring safety and durability in
applications. What types of plastics can be tested using ASTM D695? ASTM D695 is applicable to a
wide range of plastics, including thermoplastics and thermosetting plastics, for assessing their
compression properties. What are the key parameters measured in ASTM D695 testing? The test
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primarily measures compressive strength, compressive modulus, and deformation characteristics of
plastic specimens under specified loading conditions. How does ASTM D695 testing differ from
ASTM D638 (tensile testing)? While ASTM D695 focuses on compression properties, ASTM D638
assesses tensile strength and elongation; both are crucial for understanding different mechanical
behaviors of plastics. Are there any recent updates or revisions to ASTM D695 standards? As of
October 2023, ASTM D695 remains a widely adopted standard; however, users should consult the
latest ASTM updates or official publications for any recent revisions or amendments.

Related keywords: ASTM D 695, density testing, petroleum products, asphalt testing, specific
gravity, material testing, ASTM standards, laboratory testing, asphalt binder, density measurement



